
























Existing Photograph - View from Stainton Road, to the west side of Stainton Village, looking south west. 

Proposed Illustrative Photomontage

Viewpoint 4a Added July 2023







Feedback Theme Project Team Response

Can improvements  
be made to the  
footpath proposals?

Following discussions with Durham County Council’s Public Right of 
Way Officers, The Farm Energy Company will amend the proposals 
to incorporate the following: 
1.	 Provision of a new accessible ramp to replace the steps up from  
     the railway to FP4
2.	 Contribution to surfacing of the railway from the bridge to GSK
The permissive footpath at the southern boundary of the site,  
improving access to Barnard Castle from Stainton Village, and  
enabling a footpath link around the site would still be part of  
the plans.

Use of the  
Community Benefit 
Fund (CBF) and  
could it be accrued  
to fund larger 
schemes?

There are a number of options for the operation of community  
benefit funds.  Some are run by the local parish council(s) and  
others appoint a board made up of community representatives.  
Decisions around the distribution of the CBF, and organisations that 
will receive funding, will be subject to discussion with the relevant 
parties. The Farm Energy Company will be open to suggestions that 
would make effective use of the funds provided to the community 
from the project. 

Why haven’t all  
viewpoints been used 
in the exhibition  
material?

Feedback from the original consultation event requested additional  
viewpoints from Stainton village be included as part of any updated  
exhibition material. 
Following this event and as part of the EIA Scoping process,  
Durham County Council identified a number of viewpoints which 
they considered should be used as the basis for assessment as  
part of the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA).  
This included a number of locations in and around Stainton village. 
The second exhibition therefore included a number of these  
viewpoints, with associated photomontages, showing what  
the proposed solar farm might look like from various representative 
points in Stainton. The LVIA also includes an additional  
photomontage from the village of Stainton and this has now  
been uploaded to the website. 
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Feedback Theme Project Team Response

Can the landscaping  
be started before the 
construction of the  
solar farm, and would 
you seek advice from  
local organisations on 
the type of planting?

This is something we can definitely consider on both counts.  
However, it has to be noted that the construction period is only 
around 3-6 months, and we will have to tie in with the relevant  
planting seasons. We would welcome advice from local  
organisations on which trees/hedgerows are more likely to thrive.

How was the  
biodiversity baseline 
calculated and how  
will you achieve the  
net gain that you  
have referenced in  
your consultation  
documents?

To calculate the biodiversity, base line surveys were undertaken by 
independent ecologists to record the habitats, flora and fauna on 
the proposed site. 

Following the baseline assessment, a landscape management  
plan was prepared using independent ecologists and landscape 
architects alongside Farm Energy. This proposal will include 1.65km 
of new hedgerow, enhance 1.04km of existing hedgerow and retain 
1.24km of existing hedgerow. 15 new native trees will be planted  
as part of the proposed scheme and all existing trees will be  
retained. Additionally, the project will look to create natural  
grasslands, the details of which will be agreed with ecologists.

In total the site is looking to achieve 68% uplift for area habitats  
and 168% uplift for hedgerows. 

As part of the scheme, we are working with independent advisors  
to put plans in place to achieve these numbers. 

Added July 2023Responding to feedback 
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